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‘Celebrate Literacy: 40 years of Mississippi Reading Association!”

December 1 - 3, 2010 @ Beau Rivage’, Biloxi, MS
Please join us for a fabulous celebration of the 40th anniversary of MRA!

Scheduled Speakers include Linda Gambrell (past president of IRA), Jon Scieszka (author of
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs and other familiar stories), Jo Prather (author and
motivational speaker), Richard Long (IRA government relations and Title I expert), Robert
Little (author of Jamaal’s Lucky Day and other wonderful stories), Hester Bass (author of
The Secret World of Walter Anderson and other terrific books), Lester Laminack (author of
Saturdays and Teacakes and other amazing stories), Freddi Williams Evans (author of A Bus
of Our Own and other terrific books), Rayann Mitchell (IRA representative), Maryann
Manning (author and former IRA Board member). More speakers and sessions are being
added daily.
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© If you or your work place uses spam filtering tools, please make sure that your e-mail account will
accept messages from http://www.msreading.org e-mail addresses.

Title: Please circle one: Classroom Teacher, Reading Teacher or Specialist, Title I
Teacher, School Librarian, Reading Supervisor, Parent, Tutor, College/University
Faculty, College/University Librarian/Media Specialist, Undergraduate Student,
Publishing Company, Private Consultant, School or District Administrator, Graduate
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Student, AmeriCorp, Speech/Language Pathologist, Retired, Other

NEW: ALL LUNCHEONS ARE INCLUDED IN THE REGISTRATION FEES
(DEC. 1, 2, &3)!

Pre-Registration: (Mailed in by OCTOBER 25") ALL other registration is
On-Site (OCT. 26'")

Professional Educator: $125 (until 10/25/10) $140.00 (after
10/25/10)

Full-Time Students/Retired: $100.00 (until 10/25/10) $105.00 (after
10/25/10)

FREE T-Shirts for PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY (Circle ONE): S M L XL XXL

ADD $70 for a Pre-Conference Seminar - OPTIONAL (Circle ONE):

1. Reinvent Yourself: Become a Children’s Writer

2. LITERACY: ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES!

3. Performance Literacy and Storytelling: Keys to Successful Students who LOVE to
Perform and Write

4. Special Session for Administrators and School Leaders: Federal Laws, Grants, Core
Standards, ESEA and Title I: How can you prepare your school district for the future?

Registration Fee Paid $
or purchase order only.)

(Pre-Registration - check

PO #
____Check #

Mail to: Mississippi Reading Association, P. O. Box 13291,
Jackson, MS 39236

Questions, Requests to Attend, Present or
Stacy.Reeves@usm.edu.
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Regular sessions begin on Wednesday, December 1 at 8:30 am and NEW THIS YEAR: Pre-
Conference Seminars which also begin on December 1 at 8:30 am (these are an additional
$70 added to the $125 registration fee).

There are FOUR PRE-CONFERENCE Seminar Choices
Three hour seminars (8:30 - 11:30am) will be held on December 1.

OPTION 1: Reinvent Yourself: Become a Children& Writer i Freddi Williams Evans and
Virginia M. Butler i Children& Book Authors

This workshop will enable participants to explore the possibilities of writing for children’s
publications. It will provide an overview of how to prepare, polish and submit a manuscript, how
to find an appropriate publisher, the basics of the writing craft, and what makes an appealing
manuscript. Participants will receive handouts with creative ideas, helpful resources and valuable
tools that will enable them to pursue writing for children as an additional career.

OPTION 2LITERACY: ENDLESS POSSIBIMMtHESpril DeCesare and SMART SCHOOLS
Based on exemplary practices used by high achieving schools, participants will focus on the

critical elements within the balanced literacy framework. Come and learn how to add rigor and
relevance to your reading and writing program! April will share practical researched based

strategies you can use IMMEDIATELY in your Kindergarten through Eighth Grade Classrooms.

April will also reveal how to makeover a classroom and create a learning environment that is

SMART and ORGANIZED! Come and gain knowledge of how to design your classroom space

into a research-based environment promoting student independence. Great tips that will allow

for critical thinking and differentiation, as well as modification of content and materials to meet

the needs of your diverse learners. SMART SCHOOLS and April DeCesare will be giving away a
FREE CLASSROMKNKEOVER AND DEMONSTRATION WORTH $7000c08bril DeCesare

for her Pre-Conference session and have a chance to win a FREE Classroom Makeover. The
SMART SCHOOLS team will fly back in the sprin
work all day to organize your room into a SMART ROOM! You will also receive lots of fun free
materials including TEN Smart Centers and Our signature Editing Pencils & Music! The following
morning (after the room has been made-over), a Smart Schools Trainer will TEACH your

students how to use their NEW room while up to ten teachers watch and observe from the

back of the classroom.



OPTION 3: Performance Literacy and Storytelling: Keys to Successful Students who
LOVE to Perform and Write i Brett Dillingham, Professional Storyteller and Performance
Literacy Expert

In this workshop, | will demonstrate and perform storytelling activities which develop a strong
all components of literacy including reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and visually
representing. Hands-on activities will be emphasized and enjoyed by the audience so that they
will feel competent in teaching their students to become better speakers, readers and writers.
We will engage in Performance Literacy which is the process of teaching students to write and
perform their own stories. The activities in this hands-on workshop teach educators how to
facilitate children's oral and written language development, increase listening and reading
comprehension and inspire a love of writing and reading. All activities have a strong theory and
evidence base; participants will participate in culturally responsive literacy activities that they
can take back to their schools and engage in with their own students or colleagues.

OPTION 4Special Session fdhdministrators and School Leaders: Federal Laws,
Grants, Core Standards, ESEA and Title I: How can you prepare your school district for
the future? 1 Richard M. Long, International Reading Association& Director for
Government Relations

Dr. Richard Long has spent numerous years in Washington, DC and has insights and ideas on
how to help your school and district to navigate the waters of federal legislation. You will leave
this preconference seminar with a vast amount of knowledge and information that can help this
year and in the years ahead.



