
Dec.1: Jon Scieszka! 

   YOU KNOW JON: His works are known all over the world. Did you know 

   that he started “GUYS READ.com?” which states “Our mission is to help 

   boys become self-motivated, lifelong readers.” Jon speaks from 1:30 to 3:00 

pm and will sign books throughout the day.  

Dec. 1: Linda Gambrell 
Linda is the past president of International Reading Association (2007-2008). Her major  

research areas are literacy motivation, the role of discussion in teaching and learning,  

and comprehension monitoring. She has authored/co-authored more than 10 books and  

over 100 chapters and journal articles on literacy. Linda has been honored with nearly  

every major literacy award including being inducted into the Reading Hall of Fame.  

Linda speaks from 8:30 to 9:25 am and from 12:15 to 1:00 pm . 

**********************************************************************************************************************  

Four choices of pre-conference seminars (Dec. 1) including: 

*1. Reinvent Yourself: Become a Children’s Writer! (Virginia M. Butler & Freddi Williams Evans) 

*2. LITERACY: ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES! With April DeCesare and SMART SCHOOLS (SMART SCHOOLS is 

giving away ONE CLASSROOM MAKEOVER worth $7000.00!!!) 

*3. Performance Literacy and Storytelling: Keys to Successful Students who LOVE to Perform and 

Write (Brett Dillingham) 

*4. Special Session for Administrators and School Leaders: Federal Laws, Grants, Core Standards, 

ESEA and Title I: How can you prepare your school district for the future? (Richard Long from IRA)   

SEE PAGE THREE FOR DESCRIPTIONS 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

The Reading News:  
Mississippi Reading Associationõs 
Newsletter for Fall 2010  

40th Annual  

Conference  

December 1ð3, 2010 

Biloxi, MS  

At The Beau Rivage 

************************* 

There is still time to  

mail in your  

registration: 

Mail to:  

MRA Registration   

P.O. Box 13291 

Jackson, MS 39236 

www.msreading.org 

CEU’s are available on site from 

William Carey University. 

Fall 2010 Want More Information? www.msreading.org 

NEW this year:  
*FOUR choices of pre-
conference seminars 

*ALL Luncheons/Brunches are 
INCLUDED in the registration 

fees (DEC. 1, 2, & 3)! 
*ALL AUTHORS will sign their 
books (Azalea Rooms C & D) 

 

Dec. 1-3 

ñCelebrate Literacy: 40 Years of Mississippi 
Reading Association!ò 



Dec. 3ñLester Laminack  

Lester L. Laminack, a full-time writer and consultant working with schools throughout the United States, is Professor Emeritus at 

Western Carolina University.  His publications include several wonderful childrenôs books and many academic books such as 

Learning with Zachary (Scholastic), Spelling in Use (NCTE), Volunteers Working with Young Readers (NCTE), his contributions to 

The Writing Workshop: Working Through the Hard Parts (NCTE) and two new books with Heinemann, Learning Under the Influence 

of Language and Literature, Building Bridges Across the Curriculum with Picture Books and Read Alouds. He is also the author of 

Cracking Open the Author's Craft published by Scholastic. In addition, he has several articles published in journals such as The 

Reading Teacher, Science and Children, Language Arts, Primary Voices, and Young Children.  Learn more through 

www.lesterlaminack.com   Lester will speak from 9:30 to 10:25 am and 11:15 to 12:15 pm.  

Dec. 2—Hester Bass 
Author of THE SECRET WORLD OF WALTER ANDERSON  
 
WINNER of the 2010 NCTE ORBIS PICTUS AWARD for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children 
WINNER of the 2010 SIBA BOOK AWARD for Children's/YA  
Southern Independent Bookstore BESTSELLER 
Bank Street Best Children's Books of 2010  
CCBC Choices Best Children's Books - Kirkus Reviews 
Accelerated Reader (AR) Quiz #134485; Scholastic Reading Counts Quiz #47802 
 
Dreams do come true! Hester Bass has wanted to be a children's author since first grade so,  
whatever your dream may be, her advice is: Never give up! 
The Secret World of Walter Anderson is the story of a man who risked everything to bring himself and nature into one thing called art. He lived 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, often rowing twelve miles of open water to reach Horn, an uninhabited barrier island, where he lived under his 
boat for weeks at a time so he could paint the wildlife there. Hester has studied his life and work for over 25 years, and has many anecdotes to 
share about this enigmatic artist.  
Learn more about Hester at www.hesterbass.com  

Hester will speak from 9:30 to 10:25 am and 12:20 to 1:15 pm.  

Dec. 2ðRick Shelton 

  Rick Shelton is a writing consultant and author who spends more than 120 days a year visiting classrooms to work 

  with students and their teachers. As a result of his work in schools, Rick has written Write Where You Are: Strategies 

  For Teaching Four Modes of Writing, which offers teachers practical approaches for improving students' writing and 

preparing them for state writing assessments. Learn more about Rick at http://www.rickshelton.us/ 

Rick will speak from 1:30 to 3:00 pm. 

http://www.lesterlaminack.com/
http://www.hesterbass.com
http://www.rickshelton.us/


FOUR PRE-CONFERENCE Seminar Choices: 3 hour pre-conference seminars (8:30 ɀ 11:30am): December 1 

OPTION 1: Reinvent Yourself: Become a Childrenôs Writer ï Freddi Williams Evans & Virginia M. Butler ï 

Childrenôs Book Authors 

This workshop will enable participants to explore the possibilities of writing for childrenôs publications. It will 
provide an overview of how to prepare, polish and submit a manuscript, how to find an appropriate publisher, 
the basics of the writing craft, and what makes an appealing manuscript. Participants will receive handouts with 
creative ideas, helpful resources and valuable tools that will enable them to pursue writing for children as an 
additional career.  For more information on Freddi Williams Evansð http://www.jacketflap.com/persondetail.asp?person=52021  

*******************************************************************************************************************
OPTION 2: LITERACY: ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES! With April DeCesare and SMART SCHOOLS 

Based on exemplary practices used by high achieving schools, participants will focus on the critical elements within the 
balanced literacy framework. Come and learn how to add rigor and relevance to your reading and writing program! April 
will share practical researched based strategies you can use IMMEDIATELY in your Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
Classrooms. April will also reveal how to makeover a classroom and create a learning environment that is SMART and 
ORGANIZED!  Come and gain knowledge of how to design your classroom space into a research-based environment 
promoting student independence. Great tips that will allow for critical thinking and differentiation, as well as modification 
of content and materials to meet the needs of your diverse learners. SMART SCHOOLS and April DeCesare will be giving 
away a FREE CLASSROOM MAKEOVER AND DEMONSTRATION WORTH $7000.00!  Join April DeCesare for her Pre-
Conference session and have a chance to win a FREE Classroom Makeover. The SMART SCHOOLS team will fly back in the 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ {a!w¢ whhaΗ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
also receive lots of fun free materials including TEN Smart Centers and Our signature Editing Pencils & Music! The 
following morning (after the room has been made-over), a Smart Schools Trainer will TEACH your students how to use 
their NEW room while up to ten teachers watch and observe from the back of the classroom.   

For more information on SMART SCHOOLS:  http://smartschoolstraining.com/site/testimonials.html 

*******************************************************************************************************************  

OPTION 3: Performance Literacy and Storytelling: Keys to Successful Students who LOVE to Perform 

and Write ï Brett Dillingham, Professional Storyteller and Performance Literacy Expert  

In this workshop, I will demonstrate and perform storytelling activities which develop a strong all 
components of literacy including reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and visually representing. 
Hands-on activities will be emphasized and enjoyed by the audience so that they will feel competent in 
teaching their students to become better speakers, readers and writers. We will engage in Performance 
Literacy which is the process of teaching students to write and perform their own stories. The activities in 
this hands-on workshop teach educators how to facilitate children's oral and written language 
development, increase listening and reading comprehension and inspire a love of writing and reading. All 
activities have a strong theory and evidence base; participants will participate in culturally responsive 
literacy activities that they can take back to their schools and engage in with their own students or 
colleagues.  For information on Brett: www.brettdillingham.com  

 
*******************************************************************************************************************

OPTION 4: Special Session for Administrators and School Leaders: Federal Laws, Grants, Core 

Standards, ESEA and Title I: How can you prepare your school district for the future? ï Richard M. 

Long, International Reading Associationôs Director for Government Relations 

Dr. Richard Long has spent numerous years in Washington, DC and has insights and ideas on how to help your school and 
district to navigate the waters of federal legislation. You will leave this preconference seminar with a vast amount of 
knowledge and information that can help this year and in the years ahead.  

http://www.jacketflap.com/persondetail.asp?person=52021
http://smartschoolstraining.com/site/testimonials.html
http://www.brettdillingham.com


Ȱ#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙȡ τπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ -ÉÓÓÉÓÓÉÐÐÉ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȦȱ 

December 1 ɀ σȟ ςπρπ ͽ "ÅÁÕ 2ÉÖÁÇÅȭȟ "ÉÌÏØÉȟ -3 

Please join us for a fabulous celebration of the 40th anniversary of MRA! 

Scheduled Speakers include Linda Gambrell (past president of IRA), Jon Scieszka (author of The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs and other familiar stories), Jo Prather (author and motivational speaker), Richard Long (IRA 

government relations and Title I expert), Robert Little (author of *ÁÍÁÁÌȭÓ ,ÕÃËÙ $ÁÙ and other wonderful stories), 
Hester Bass (author of The Secret World of Walter Anderson and other terrific books), Lester Laminack (author of 
Saturdays and Teacakes and other amazing stories), Freddi Williams Evans (author of A Bus of Our Own and other 
terrific books), Rayann Mitchell (IRA representative), Maryann Manning (author and former IRA Board member). 

AND so many more! 

Name as you want it on your name badge:   

 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

Last   First    Middle Initial  

 

Work/Student Contact Information:  

 

______________________ __________________________________________________________  

Organization  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

Address    City   State    Zip  

 

Work/School E - mail Address:  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Home Contact Information:  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

Street/P. O. Box   City   State    Zip  

 

E- mail Address:  

___________________________________________________________________________________  
 

J If you or your work place uses spam filtering tools, please make sure that your e -mail account will accept 

messages from http://www.msreading.org   e-mail addresses.  

 
Title: Please circle one: Classroom Teacher, Reading Teacher or Specialist, Title I Teacher, School 

Librarian, Reading Supervisor, Parent, Tutor, College/University Faculty, College/University 
Librarian/Media Specialist, Undergraduate Student, Publishing Company, Private Consultant, School 
or District Administrator, Graduate Student, AmeriCorp, Speech/Language Pathologist, Retired, 

Other ____________________________  

 
NEW: ALL LUNCHEONS ARE INCLUDED IN THE REGISTRATION FEES (DEC. 1, 2, &3)!  
 
Pre - Registration: (Mailed in by OCTOBER 25 th ) ALL other registration is On -Site (OCT. 26 th )  
 
Professional Educator: $125 (until 10/25/10) $140.00 (after 10/25/10)  
 
Full - Time Students/Retired: $100.00 (until 10/25/10) $105.00 (after 10/25/10)  
 

FREE T - Shirts for PRE - REGISTRATION ONLY (Circle ONE):  S M    L XL   XXL  

 
SEE the next page for the rest of the REGISTRATION FORM! 

http://www.msreading.org


ADD $70 for a Pre-Conference Seminar - OPTIONAL 

Three hour pre-conference seminars (8:30 ɀ 11:30am) will be held on December 1 (Circle ONE):  

*1. Reinvent Yourself: Become a Children’s Writer! (Virginia M. Butler & Freddi Williams Evans) 

*2. LITERACY: ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES! With April DeCesare and SMART SCHOOLS (SMART SCHOOLS is giving away ONE 

CLASSROOM MAKEOVER WORTH $7000.00!!!) 

*3. Performance Literacy and Storytelling: Keys to Successful Students who LOVE to Perform and Write (Brett Dillingham) 

*4. Special Session for Administrators and School Leaders: Federal Laws, Grants, Core Standards, ESEA and Title I: How 

can you prepare your school district for the future? (Richard Long from IRA) 

 

Registration Fee Paid $ _______  ( Pre-Registration -  check or purchase order only.)  

 

___ PO #____________________  
___ Check # _________________  
 

Mail to: Mississippi Reading Association, P. O. Box 13291, Jackson, MS 39236  
 

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ wŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ !ǘǘŜƴŘΣ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǘƻ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ±ŜƴŘƻǊǎΩκ9ȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎΩ .ƻƻǘƘΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ǘŀŎȅ wŜŜǾŜǎ ŀǘ 
Stacy.Reeves@usm.edu. 

Regular sessions begin on Wednesday, December 1 at 8:30 am and NEW THIS YEAR: Pre-Conference Seminars 
which also begin on December 1 at 8:30 am (these are an additional $70 added to the $125 registration fee). 

*********************************************************************************************************************  

 
REGULAR Conference Schedule begins: 
December 1 from 8:30 am to 6:15 pm!  
December 2 from 8:30 am to 5:15 pm!  

December 3 from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm!  
Do you want to see the Schedule? 

Go to: www.msreading.org   
 

mailto:Stacy.Reeves@usm.edu
http://www.msreading.org


Featured Authors and Speakers  
(Authors will be signing copies of their books in Azalea Ballrooms C & D throughout the Conference.) 

December 1: Rick Anderson, Mike Artell, Brett Dillingham, Linda Gambrell, David Lee, Jon 
Scieszka, & Kathy Chase Young  

December 2: Rick Anderson, Hester Bass, Brett Dillingham, Robert Little, Richard Long, 
Rayann Mitchell, Jo Prather, & Rick Shelton  

December 3; Lester Laminack and Maryann Manning  

Special Sessions 

December 1: John Hunt, Merleen Ivey, Lori Flood, Bethany Langston, Megan Price, & Ben 
IveyñóRhythm and Rhyme in Sir Newton's Timeó (Magnolia Ballroom Eñ4:15 to 6:15 pm) 

December 1: Joseph Johnson & Jodie EngleñMississippi Alliance for Arts Educationñ òA Day 
in the Life for Discovering Summary - Using Improv to Teach Literacyó (Magnolia Ballroom A, B 
C & Dñ4:15 to 6:15 pm) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

December 2: Katie Garner ñ òThe SECRET to Cracking the Code with the Brain-In-Mind!   
The ôMissing Pieceõ of the Reading & Writing Puzzleó (Magnolia Ballroom A, B C & Dñ3:15 to 5:15 
pm) 

December 2: Jeannie Lockleyñ òTeacher Support Teams: Accommodations for Children Who 
Read Below Grade Leveló (Magnolia Ballroom Eñ3:15 to 5:15 pm) 

December 2: Shelly Justice & Charlotte WilsonñRenaissance Learningñ òSupercharge your 
AR for Tier IIó (Magnolia Ballroom Fñ3:15 to 5:15 pm) 

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT! 

A Storytelling Event!  

òStories and Legends: Amazing and Fun!ó 

December 1 from 3:15 to 4:00 pm  

Magnolia Ballrooms A -D 



MRA 
P.O. Box 13291 
Jackson, MS  39236 

Mississippi Reading Association 

40th Annual Conference             
Mississippi Reading Association  

December 1 - 3, 2010              
Biloxi, Mississippi                        

 

ñCelebrate Literacy:  

40 Years of  

Mississippi Reading Association!ò 

President: Ms. Patricia Bradshaw Ross  

(patbradshawross8@hotmail.com) 

 

President-Elect/Conference Chair/Newsletter Editor:  

Dr. Stacy Reeves (stacy.reeves@usm.edu) 

Questions?  Comments? 

Advertising in the 40th Anniversary Program? 

Email: Stacy.Reeves@usm.edu  

mailto:stacy.reeves@usm.edu

